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From the Head's Study 

I must start this bulletin by giving my 

hearty congratulations to Dr Jamie 

Frost, Maths teacher at Tiffin school. 

Jamie had been the only UK candidate 

shortlisted into the Top 10 for Global 

Teacher of the Year Award, an 

incredibly prestigious award within 

teaching. It was announced that he 

had won the Covid Hero Award, a 

remarkable achievement. The ceremony was hosted by 

Stephen Fry, and Jamie was congratulated by the Prime 

Minister, as well as being mentioned in the House of Commons, 

and receiving wonderful coverage in the press and on TV. Jamie 

won this award because of his amazing Dr Frost Maths website, 

which offers free online Maths resources to thousands of 

students worldwide, attracting millions of hits and downloads. 

Understandably, it has been incredibly well utilised during the 

pandemic. Jamie thoroughly deserves his award, and Tiffin is 

fortunate to have him on the staff. We are of course very proud 

for Jamie, and very proud that not only is he a key member of 

our Maths department, he is also a former Tiffin Student, 

having been a sixth former here. 

Also in terms of awards, we are delighted that Tiffin has once 

again been named as one of the top 100 schools in the UK for 

cricket by the Cricketer Magazine. This is an amazing 

achievement and a great testimony to the quality of our 

coaching staff and our grounds, as well as our pupils. 

We are of course delighted that the Sports Centre extension has 

been completed. Our students are making great use of the new 

gym facilities, helped by our new strength and conditioning 

coach on the PE staff. 

The term has of course been utterly dominated by Covid and 

the subsequent restrictions and problems that this has caused 

schools. We have had to do many things differently, from online 

parent consultations to online Oxbridge interviews. A lot of 

other competitions such as our piano competition went online 

and we were also able to do a whole school online 

Remembrance Service, broadcast from the Main Hall 

Memorials. It has of course been disappointing that the sports 

fixtures have not been able to go ahead but we are 

nevertheless keeping up our training regimes and we look 

forward to the day when the fixtures will once again restart.  

In other developments, we continue to hold very fruitful 

discussions with TAL in order to secure the future of Grists for 

both pupils and Alumni of the school. 

I wish everybody a very happy and healthy Christmas break. 

Mike Gascoigne, Headteacher 

Tiffinian Association Chairman's Letter 
 

Welcome to another edition of 

Tiffnews! 

There is still less to report than usual 

thanks to our old friend Covid-19. I was 

particularly sorry that we couldn’t hold 

our Annual Dinner this year. Hopefully, 

with the arrival of the first vaccines, we 

will be back together in 2021.  

I am sure you will all join me in congratulating Dr Jamie Frost 

(2004), Tiffin School alumnus and maths teacher, for his 

outstanding showing in being one of ten shortlisted finalists for 

the highly prestigious Global Teacher Prize 2020. Jamie is well-

known among maths teachers globally for his DrFrostMaths 

website, which attracted 1.3 million page views per day during 

lockdown. He was singled out during the ceremony for a special 

Covid Hero award in recognition of the contribution he made to 

helping young people continue to learn maths during the long 

months away from the classroom.  

We had the best turnout I’ve seen in ten years on the Board for 

the Association’s AGM, held via Zoom on 9 November. It was 

great to see so many of you, albeit only via video link, and I 

know some of you were only able to attend because we were 

meeting remotely.  I have three main things to report from the 

AGM.  

First, despite some inevitable losses as a result of lockdown and 

other restrictions, TAL’s finances remain sound. I want to take 

this opportunity to thank the several hundred of you who make 

a regular donation, and also to thank everyone whose efforts 

helped get Grist’s open for football – Tony Dowsett and Greg 

Nutt in particular.  

Second, the Board has agreed unanimously to appoint Peter 

Osborne, long-serving Trustee and Treasurer, to serve as a Life 

Vice-President of the Association, alongside Tony Millard and 

Mike Taylor. We could not have kept the Association running in 

recent years without Peter’s hard work, and we are very 

pleased that he has agreed to defer his retirement for one final 

year. 

Third, I provided a brief update on the work of the Joint 

Working Group on the future of Grist’s, which I first introduced 

in the June edition of Tiffnews. Despite inevitable challenges 

https://www.facebook.com/tiffinfriends/
https://twitter.com/TiffinFriends


due to Covid-19, the Group has met frequently since the 

summer, and progress has been good. It looks very likely that it 

will produce an agreed plan to safeguard the future of Tiffinian 

and Old Tiffinian sport at Grist’s while also unlocking some 

much-needed investment in the site. There is still work to do, 

but I anticipate being able to share the Group’s 

recommendations for your input in the first few months of next 

year. 

Before I wrap things up, I want to wish you all a very Merry 

Christmas. I know it’s been a tough year, and I’m sure we all 

want to say an extra ‘thank you’ to those Tiffinians working on 

the front lines to keep the country going. I hope you are all 

taking care, and that you have much happier 2021 than 2020! 

James Strong (2003) 
Chairman, The Tiffinian Association 
 

 

Events  

The 2020 Tiffin School Virtual Service 

of Nine Lessons and Carols 

We are delighted to invite you to this celebration of the 

Christmas story, told through readings from the Gospel and 

truly uplifting choral music. An especially warm welcome to 

our alumni from overseas, who will be able to join us thanks 

to the wonders of modern technology. 

The service will take place online at 7pm on 16th Dec 2020.  The 

link can be found on the Virtual Concert page of the Tiffin 

School Music Department site and will remain there: 

https://sites.google.com/tiffin.kingston.sch.uk/music/virtual-

concerts 

 
 

 

The Old Tiffinian Social Lunches – these will cease for this year 

and will hopefully be able to restart next year. The OTA 100 

Club draws have similarly been postponed.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

People  

Kieran Brunt [2011] 

Composer, Kieran Brunt, collaborated 

with a documentary producer to 

produce ‘The Rising Sea Symphony’, an 

ambitious and original evocation of the 

causes and consequences of rising, 

warming oceans. The dramatic effects 

of climate change are evoked in words, 

sounds in this powerful new musical 

work by Kieran, which was broadcast 

on Radio 3 on 18th October 2020.  

Each musician recorded their part individually at home and 

these recordings were then painstakingly combined to create a 

symphonic sound. Electronics and violin were performed by 

Kieran, vocals were performed by Kieran’s vocal ensemble, 

Shards and orchestral parts were performed by members of the 

BBC Philharmonic.  The recording can be heard via this link: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000nkzp 

Nigel Davison [1981]  

Nigel has just published a new 

book entitled “Bygone Perivale”, 

containing historical pictures, 

illustrations and tales about the 

once-sleepy Middlesex hamlet of 

Perivale, which is now a busy 

suburb in the London borough of 

Ealing. The book contains stories 

about its characters, farms, 

schools, shops, WW2, its 

wartime evacuees, the famous 

Hoover Building (now a giant 

Tesco), Sanderson’s and its many other factories. It also 

features sections on the Maternity Hospital, its country church, 

countryside and canal, the celebrated Horsenden Hill, Bilton 

Road, Medway Parade, its lovely woods and parks and stories 

of tragedy and heroism.  

Nigel left Tiffin School in 1981 and graduated in Classics at the 

University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne before teaching in Greece 

and doing media work. He now lives in Croydon and is a 

subtitling editor for Sky TV, but still has a deep interest in all 

things classical and in foreign languages – thanks to his Tiffin 

language teachers Mr Southern, Mr Hughes, Mr Boot, Mr 

Williams, Mr Rice, Mr Woodward, Mr Patterson, Mr Keys and 

Mr Ord. He can be contacted at nigeladavison@hotmail.com 

 

https://sites.google.com/tiffin.kingston.sch.uk/music/virtual-concerts
https://sites.google.com/tiffin.kingston.sch.uk/music/virtual-concerts
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000nkzp
mailto:nigeladavison@hotmail.com


Mark Delstanche [1992] 

During the summer of 2021, Mark 

will attempt to row solo and 

unsupported from New York to 

London and if successful, will be the 

first person in human history to have 

done so. 

Departure is scheduled for May 2021 

from the Statue of Liberty after which 

Mark will head out in to the Atlantic 

to take on the greatest challenge of his life, facing everything 

that the North Atlantic has to throw at him until finally reaching 

his destination, passing under Tower Bridge in the late summer.  

Whilst at sea, Mark will not only face the physical challenge of 

rowing in huge seas for many hours every day and the ever 

present risk of being capsized but also face the psychological 

battles that come with isolation in adverse conditions. By the 

end, Mark hopes to have raised £50,000 for his chosen 

charities.  

If the weather is kind to him, Mark hopes to complete the 

journey in 100 days however, as history has shown, this is rarely 

the case so he is prepared for the journey to take at least 5 

months.  

Mark plans to spend 12-14 hours per day in the rowing seat, 

taking around 15,000 strokes per day which could amount to in 

excess of a staggering 2,000,000 strokes to reach his 

destination. By the shortest route, this would be a journey of 

around 7000km however, wind, currents and diversions for 

weather will increase the total to well beyond this figure.  

Having already completed the crossing of the Atlantic, Mark will 

then make his way the 300 miles along the South Coast of 

England until finally turning in to the Thames estuary for the 

final leg.  

 

Mark served in the London Fire Brigade for 7 years before 

becoming a professional Yachtsman, a job which he has been 

doing for the past 20 years. To read more about Mark, this 

challenge and some of his previous challenges (such as reaching 

the summit of Everest in 2010 and reaching the 1996 position 

of the Magnetic North Pole in a rowing boat in 2011), please go 

to the website: https://www.northatlanticsolo.com/about-

mark/ 

Mark Draisey [1980] 

Having spent the last 30 plus years 

working as a freelance illustrator, 

cartoonist and caricaturist, he made the 

switch to focusing on portraiture in oils 

for a new career around 5 years ago. This 

year he had one of his portraits selected 

for the BP Award at the National Portrait 

Gallery, as well as another in the Royal 

Society of Portrait Painters annual show 

at the Mall Galleries in central London. 

The BP Award has now moved to the Aberdeen Art Gallery for 

any OT’s living in that neck of the woods. 

Jamie Frost [2004]  

Dr Jamie Frost, a maths teacher at 

Tiffin School and an alumnus of the 

School has been awarded the COVID 

Hero Award, following his nomination 

for the 2020 Global Teacher prize.   

Jamie was one of 12,000 nominees 

from over 140 countries and won the 

Covid Hero Award after his 

website, DrFrostMaths, became a lifeline for pupils during 

COVID-19 lockdown.  The website offers teaching resources, 

videos and a vast bank of exam questions free of charge. There 

have so far been more than 8 million downloads from his site. 

After his award was announced Jamie was congratulated by 

Boris Johnson via a YouTube video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-rZ1oxiBG54  

and received a standing ovation from MPs in the House of 

Commons. 

Education Secretary Gavin Williamson has written: 

‘I would like to send my warmest congratulations and thanks to 

Jamie for his outstanding innovation and dedication in helping 

pupils and fellow teachers around the world. It is a truly 

remarkable story, and I am pleased he is receiving the 

worldwide recognition he thoroughly deserves. 

This is also another moment I would like to take to thank 

teachers and support staff in all schools and colleges for what 

they have done for our children this year, and their 

extraordinary hard work in the face of unprecedented 

circumstances.’ 

https://www.northatlanticsolo.com/about-mark/
https://www.northatlanticsolo.com/about-mark/
https://www.drfrostmaths.com/page.php?id=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-rZ1oxiBG54


Colin (Jock) Ferguson [1955] 

Colin has just published a memoir of his 

career as a probation officer ‘Behind 

the Crime’ and illustrated it with pen 

pictures of those he met on the way.  

The book is 

full of people 

with whom he 

worked from 

the late 1960s 

to his move-

on promotion to Reading in 1979. It 

was South London reeling from the 

power of the Krays and Richardson 

gangs. 

Colin initially served in the RAF, followed by 9 years in the Bank 

of England. He retrained as a Probation Officer and worked as 

such in Brixton and Battersea as well as two years in Holloway 

Prison. This was followed by a promotion to Reading in 1979. 

He took a master’s degree in Criminal Justice at University of 

Reading in 1987. 

Arthur Morris [2017]  

 

Arthur, who is reading Physics at Corpus Christi College, Oxford, 

took part in the second round of University Challenge on 15th 

December against Magdalene College, Cambridge 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000qf59/university-

challenge-202021-episode-23 
 

Harry Ross [1995] 

 A Dream of Armageddon is a new 

opera, whose libretto was written by 

Harry. It was premiered at the New 

National Theatre, Tokyo in November.  

It is an adaptation of the science fiction 

by H.G. Wells, depicting the anxiety 

over science and technology that lead 

to world war.  The international staff 

and cast of the opera travelled to 

Japan earlier than originally planned in order to meet COVID-19 

travel requirements and self-isolate before joining the 

rehearsals. 

 

Tiffin School Music  

 

A Tiffin Christmas 
 

- a CD collection of carols from not only 

the current Tiffin choir, but also 

previous Tiffin choirs! 
 

 
 
Nearly a year ago, in a very different world, the school’s 

choirs spent three days in the chapel of Merton College, 

Oxford, recording a CD of Christmas music.  

The CD contains Tiffin Carol Service favourites from ‘Once in 

Royal David’s City’ to ‘Riu Riu Chiu’.  We’re delighted to be 

releasing this disc now, as part of a box-set, “A Tiffin 

Christmas”, where it appears alongside archive recordings of 

Christmas music from Tiffin Choirs under Bruce Pullan (1958, 

1959), David Nield (1966, 1969) and Simon Toyne (1996, 

2000, 2007).  

We have contacted many alumni over the last few weeks, 

with the hope of being able to include accurate lists of those 

singing in the recordings in the CD booklet, and we’re very 

grateful for all the suggestions, clarifications and anecdotes 

that have been sent in.  

The finished product, a beautiful four-disc box-set 

encapsulating Tiffin Christmases past and present, is 

available on the Choirs’ website: 

 https://www.tiffinboyschoir.com/tiffin-christmas 

For the next few weeks, this box set is available for £10 

(down from £15). Copies will be despatched by first-class 

post until the end of term (noon on 17th Dec), and any orders 

received after that point will be sent in January. 

 

Asked to write an account of his experience in making the 2020 

recording, one of the Year 7 Trebles wrote the following:  

“Recording at Oxford was one of the most special experiences 

of my life. It was such a different way to make music, in front of 

microphones, with no audience or congregation to perform 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000qf59/university-challenge-202021-episode-23
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000qf59/university-challenge-202021-episode-23
https://www.tiffinboyschoir.com/tiffin-christmas
https://www.tiffinboyschoir.com/tiffin-christmas


towards as the choir would normally. And although there 

seemed to be something missing, an emptiness in the chapel, it 

still felt like there was a pressure to make sure we sang well and 

made the most of this largely new and exciting opportunity. 

The trip itself had a few mishaps, like getting stuck in one of the 

beautiful Merton college parks [Christ Church Meadow] when 

we had some free-time between sessions, but Oxford was a 

great setting to be doing the recording and something that 

would always make it seem bigger and more memorable.  

Of course, these experiences are ones that the whole choir have 

enjoyed and will cherish, but have also created something that 

you will be able to enjoy in the form of this CD. The main focus 

was always on the recording, as it had a purpose more than 

making memories, and making this CD as perfect and enjoyable 

for you as it could be.” 

The end of the Autumn Term heralds the annual Carol Service. 

It will be streamed at 7pm on Wednesday 16th December and 

will be available to view on the Music Department website. This 

link will also take you to recent performances, including the 

Piano Competition, the Year 7 Inter-form Choir Competition, 

and the most recent Soloists’ Recital.  

Fleur Smith, Music Department Assistant 
 

Tiffin School Sport  

Following our last report all 

things Covid have obviously 

ramped up again which has 

meant more restrictions in our 

field in particular! Having said 

that, we have maintained 

practices between the start 

and end of school and there are 

no empty spaces in the sports 

timetable during this period.  

It is a pleasure to report that 

the girls’ netball team got their 

first fixture of the year in 

against Grey Court away. Even though the result may not have 

gone our way, it was nice to see some competitive sport played 

following our early autumn cricket fixtures. 

The most excitement has been generated by beginning to use 

the brand new fitness suite and sports hall extension!  

A timetable has been 

developed to utilise the 

fitness suite to the max, 

given the current 

restrictions, and allow 

students to develop 

themselves in a way that 

may not have been possible 

before. Together with our 

new strength and 

conditioning coach, Chris 

Thomas, students 

representing school teams 

have been given priority slots in their year groups and 

individualised programmes to develop their all-round 

performance. The sixth formers especially have shown great 

enthusiasm for progression and this shows in their 

performances already during training and in the gym.  

The sports department 

believe in building an 

ethos that relates back to 

increasing participation 

through the year groups, 

aiding progression 

through advancement in 

coaching technique and 

facilities, where the 

fitness suite now plays an 

important role. This 

ultimately is improving 

performance across the board and building the foundation for 

elite level athletes and all involved to be operating at optimum 

levels. The fitness suite is a huge asset and a necessary piece in 

the sports departments’ master plan to lift sporting 

performances and be competing at the highest levels possible. 

Kapilan Balasubramaniam, Head of PE 

Volleyball success for Tiffin student 

Year 12 Tiffin student, Jake Sanders, 

plays for the National Club Champions, 

Richmond and regularly trains with the 

Volleyball England Cadet Squad.  He 

has been selected by Volleyball 

England to attend the prestigious 

Diploma in Sporting Excellence run by 

Loughborough College.  

https://sites.google.com/tiffin.kingston.sch.uk/music/virtual-concerts


This is a fantastic achievement as 

only athletes from across the 

country that their National 

Governing Body deem as having 

the potential to progress to a 

higher level of elite performance 

are selected. 

Tiffinian Sport 

.Old Tiffinians Football Club  

This year has been a series of ups and downs, 

don't go outs but do go outs, and don't score 

goals but do score goals (that last one we 

needed some help with...). After a rightful 

cutting short of the previous season back in 

April, OTFC started the new season afresh - one senior team 

lighter due to gradually reducing numbers over time (which was 

actually an oversight given no one having anything better to do 

on Saturdays any more), but with an additional Vets team 

playing more and more friendlies, plus the launch of an OTFC 

Women's XI for the first time in the club's history. After some 

positive news in the ability to get training in groups of 6 down 

at Grists in the late summer, all matches were paused for the 

duration of November as the UK went into a second national 

lockdown, leaving a gaping hole in our Saturday afternoons. 

Thankfully, the concept of individually maintaining our fitness 

in lockdown without playing football was not lost on every club 

member, as we found out for the league's resumption in the 

first weekend back in December...  

 

To update on the season so far, approximately 8 games in, the 

1st XI under Will Forsyth (2006) started well, but have 

succumbed to a number of last minute goals conceded 

dropping them in the table to a lower place than is deserved 

given the quality of play. Joe Yates (2006) has stepped into the 

2nd XI captaincy boots and has rejuvenated a side previously 

plagued by losses competing for the top spots in Division 4 

South, while Sam Edgar (2002) and his 3rd XI are pushing for 

top spot after a useful injection of youth into the side. The 4th 

XI skippered by Conrad Bell (2000) are ever-improving in what 

can only be described as one of the most high-scoring leagues 

in English or even European football. Simon Baile's Vets 

squad(s) are in a truly challenging Division 1 in the West London 

Vets League, coming up against some former international and 

Premier League players who, from experience, may not be as 

fit as before, but are certainly just as skilful. Our Women's 

squad is growing under the leadership of current Tiffin staff 

member Sophie Ramsbottom. They’ve started training 

regularly in earnest on a Wednesday night and we look to get 

them involved in a league next season. 

And now for some slightly sadder news, that club stalwart and 

long-time 3rd XI captain Dan Hogg (2006) is leaving the club for 

at least the remainder of the season to relocate to Somerset. 

As a memento to ensure he re-joins the Purple Peril upon his 

potential return to the Capital in the future, we gifted Dan one 

of our excellent new club shirts, sponsored emphatically by the 

generosity of Banquet Records - not only a Kingston institution 

to rival Tiffin School itself, but also run by former Tiffinian Jon 

Tolley (1995). Shirts are available to buy as a fan from the 

Banquet Records website for £25 each: 

https://www.banquetrecords.com/old-tiffinians-fc/season-20-

21-shirt/OldTffs 

 

Unsurprisingly, the announcement I know you're all expecting 

from this winter edition of Tiffnews of 'where will OTFC be 

touring this summer?' is naturally on indefinite hold. With the 

combination of Covid-related travel uncertainty and the 

ongoing tumult in Brussels, we will consider ourselves lucky if 

we can travel from Kingston to Grists (technically in Elmbridge) 

for the coming weeks. This season will surely throw up more 

surprises before it is out, and in the meantime are just glad that 

we've managed to get through a few months of donning purple 

shirts with pride.   

A big thanks also to Chairman Greg Nutt (2000), Dicky 

Bostelmann and a whole host of others who have had a hand in 

supporting groundsman, James Brickley, in getting everything 

ready for this season in light of regularly changing Covid 

potocols and how it affects not only inside regulations for the 

Dean Pavilion, but also on the pitch! 

https://www.banquetrecords.com/old-tiffinians-fc/season-20-21-shirt/OldTffs
https://www.banquetrecords.com/old-tiffinians-fc/season-20-21-shirt/OldTffs


As always, new players are very welcome, for the women’s side 

as they are for the men’s sides, so do get in touch if you would 

like to play. Please email oldtiffiniansfc@hotmail.co.uk or 

contact us via our social media channels for more information. 

Further details can also be found on our website - 

www.otfc.org.uk 

Tom Nichols (2011), Club Secretary 

Old Tiffinians Rugby Club  

Despite the pandemic shut down, OTRFC had been preparing 

their fitness throughout the off-season for the inevitable return 

to play announcement from the RFU. Training has restarted, 

with regulation compliant touch sessions held Wednesdays 

weekly at 8pm in Battersea Park. In the New Year there will be 

a friendly season with adapted rules going ahead.  set of games 

that Tiffs, who were preparing to play their first games in 

London 2, will use as an extended preseason to prepare for the 

upcoming season in September. 

Old Tiffinians Cricket Club 
 

Efforts are being made to revive the Old Tiffs Cricket Club, but 

help is needed in recruitment and in simple non-playing 

administration roles. Feel free to contact Martin Williams at 

mwilliams@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk if you can help. 

Letter  

Memories of Tiffin master, Ray Taylor, and the Tiffin Geography 

Department in the early 1960s: 

I was very sad to hear of the death of Ray Taylor earlier this 

year. I think he joined the School in 1960 or 61.  I was 17 in 

August 1961, just about to begin my Sixth Form studies : A level 

English, History and Geography. I am now 76 so a bit of simple 

maths indicates that he would have been about 23 or 24. We 

are both on the school photograph for that year, me standing 

in my striped blazer somewhere middle left and he sitting in his 

regular tweed jacket way to the left of the senior masters.  

Most of our schoolmasters were about my father’s age, many 

having served in the forces during World War 2, so it was a bit 

of a novelty to be taught by someone not that much older than 

oneself.  

The Head of Department, Percy Silley, had been a Major in the 

Army. An avuncular and gently commanding Bristolian with a 

penchant for short but memorable sentences that one never 

forgets, like, ‘Rocks are clocks’ with reference to geological 

sequences or ‘My face is my fortune’ in a lesson about 

Switzerland. Mr. Silley wrote a series of excellent textbooks on 

Human Geography with copious simplified maps of major 

geographical regions and their key resources. Then there was 

Ted Key, a rather swashbuckling and donnish figure swishing 

past in his gown. He taught me in my final year and as the class 

was very small it was more of a tutorial session than a 

conventional lesson. 

Ray Taylor taught us geomorphology amongst other topics. We 

did quite a lot on glaciation. There’s lots of evidence of that in 

N. Wales where I have lived for the past 50 years so the memory 

of his name lives on in roche moutonees and terminal 

moraines. He was kind, considerate and always prepared to go 

the extra mile to help his students. I think he was the only 

master whose house I visited to borrow some books. 

Another link with Ray Taylor was that we both came from 

Durham where I think he went to the University. I joined the 

School in 1958 when I was 14. My father had a promotion in the 

Civil Service. It meant a major move from Stockton on Tees and 

my first grammar school. Quite a culture shock. I wonder 

whether it was the same for Mr Taylor too. 

He was a pretty nifty winger as I recall having watched him play 

in a masters versus First 15 match. Rugby was clearly a passion 

throughout his life as the piece on him in a previous Tiffnews 

indicates.  

I wonder whether any of my contemporaries can add to these 

memories. I would be interested to hear from them. My email 

address is bgrant065@hotmail.com 

Barrie Grant (1962) 

 
 

Thank you for your support of the 

Tiffinian Association 
 

The Tiffinian Association relies on donations from Old 

Tiffinians and friends to continue its community-building 

activities such as Tiffnews, the www.tiffinfriends.org 

website, the various Tiffinian events and its support of 

career groups for the benefit of alumni and students. 

 

To expand our support for the School or support the 

Tiffinian Association in some way, please click here for 

more information. 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:oldtiffiniansfc@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.otfc.org.uk/
mailto:mwilliams@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk
mailto:bgrant065@hotmail.com
http://www.tiffinfriends.org/
http://www.tiffinfriends.org/design/pdfs/Supporting%20the%20Tiffinian%20Association.pdf


Tiffin School History 
The following photos from 1962 have been sent in by Julian 

Howell (1967): 

Mr Adlem (Maths)  

 

Mr Boot (Latin) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Monk (English) 

 

 

De Mortuis 
 

Peter William Gilbey Johnston [1942] 

Peter passed away peacefully at the 

Nottingham City Hospital on 28 October 

2020, at the age of 96. 

He was at Tiffins from 1934 to 1942, 

rising to become a Prefect and Kingsley 

House Captain. He was an outstanding 

sportsman, playing for most house 

teams through the years, and then for 

the school cricket 1st XI for three years 

(Captain in 1941 and 1942), and for both the school football 1st 

XI and the school rugby 1st XV for two years. 

After school, he graduated with a London University Degree 

(BSc) in Mechanical Engineering. 

His National Service, from 1946 to 1948, was with the Royal 

Engineers, partially in Palestine. 

He continued to play cricket, and rugby (for Rosslyn Park and 

the Army, before finally retiring at Gosforth RFC at the “ripe 

old” age of 35). He moved on to squash, and golf (playing until 

he was 92). A recent highlight in 2014 was winning the 

Lawrence Batley national cup for the over 90s. 

His career began as a Design Engineer with Baker Perkins in 

Peterborough. In 1960 he joined Courtaulds in Coventry in a 

more senior technical role and progressed into general 

management. The pinnacle in 1975 was becoming President of 

Courtaulds North America, based in New York. 

He was a Chartered Engineer and a Fellow of the Institution of 

Mechanical Engineers. His voluntary work included being 



Chairman of the Institution’s Benevolent Fund and serving as a 

Committee Member of the East Midlands Branch. He was also 

a Member of Nottingham University Court. 

He married Shirley Price of Wimbledon in June 1947 (deceased 

2008), and leaves a son and daughter, four grandchildren, and 

one great–granddaughter. 

He was a vigorous, active and positive man, who always lived 

life to the full. This was much appreciated by his many friends 

in Nottingham, Tyneside, London and elsewhere.   

Robin Gill [1976] 

Graham Leslie Lock [1961] 

Born in Cobham, Graham went to 

Canada in the late 1960s where he 

landed in Saskatchewan in the middle 

of winter and was not very ‘fond of the 

sub-zero temperatures’, as he put it. 

Settling first in Saskatchewan, then 

later Edmonton, Alberta.  

He travelled extensively with his job as 

an insurance stalwart, and was well versed in the best places to 

eat and the best things to do in many cities. His razor sharp wit, 

humour, ability to do The Globe and Mail cryptic crossword in 

minutes, and ‘air conduct’ to Pavarotti will never be forgotten. 

A generous and wise man that always took time for his friends, 

known as ‘The Curmudgeon’, he will be sorely missed by many.  

Graham passed away on 21 April 2020 at the age of 76, leaving 

4 children and 4 grandchildren. 

Alan Frederick Lumsden [1952] 

Alan, who died on 30 September 2020 

aged 86, was a self-taught multi-

instrumentalist and a distinguished 

music professor. He played in the brass 

and wind bands at Tiffin School, and 

used the proceeds from his paper 

round to buy old instruments from a 

junk shop, including a fine 18th-century 

flute on which he taught himself to play 

Mozart. Alan read History at Downing College, Cambridge, 

where he earned money by playing in the university dance 

band. 

His aptitude for languages led him to train as a Russian 

interpreter during his National Service. Towards the end he 

became the official Russian interpreter at the Admiralty and 

was later was employed by the BBC Russian service to give talks 

on music. 

As a young graduate Lumsden translated Russian music 

catalogues for Musica Rara, a London music shop. With their 

encouragement he made three visits to the country, on each 

occasion wearing 15 Marks & Spencer shirts, a valued 

commodity in the USSR. These would be removed one by one 

to exchange for rare editions of lesser known Russian 

composers’ scores; C&A underwear was also popular. This was 

a hazardous undertaking that once saw him caught and given a 

suspended sentence of three years in a Siberian gulag. 

During the late fifties and sixties he was a trombonist with the 

London Philharmonic Orchestra and went on to play with the 

London Symphony Orchestra, the Royal Philharmonic 

Orchestra, the Hallé, the BBC Scottish Orchestra, Northern 

Sinfonia and many more. 

In 1973 he married Caroline, a violin student at the Guildhall 

School of Music, and they had 5 children. 

He was once filmed by the BBC playing pieces on 115 

instruments for the Guinness Book of Records to raise money 

for charity. He provided the sound effects for the serpent in the 

1979 Ridley Scott film 'Alien' and also played on sound tracks 

for many other films and television productions, including 

Doctor Who. 

A leading specialist in early brass and woodwind instruments, 

he was a founding member of the London Trombone Quartet, 

the London Cornett and Sackbut Ensemble and the London 

Serpent Trio as well as an expert on the Ophicleide, Russian 

music and 16th century ornamentation. 

He was a Professor of Sackbut at the Royal College of 

Music and Professor of Recorder and Early Music studies 

at the Birmingham Conservatoire. He founded the 

Gloucester Academy of Music going on to inspire 

thousands of students over a 40 year period 

Derek Minter [1944] 

Derek Minter passed away aged 95 on 

9 November 2020, following a short 

illness.  He was a pupil at Tiffin in the 

late 30's until 1944 when he was 

awarded a scholarship to Trinity 

College, Cambridge.  However, his 

matriculation was put on hold due to 

WWII and he was conscripted as a 

Bevin boy to work in the coalmines. 

He then completed his National Service in the Royal 

Signallers.  In 1948, Derek took up his deferred place at Trinity 

graduating with First Class honours in Pure and Applied 

mathematics.  



Following graduation, Derek joined Mercantile Credit Finance 

Company where he remained throughout his working life, 

retiring aged 60 as Company Secretary. 

He was married to Patricia and had two daughters, Alyson and 

Clare plus two grandsons and four great grandchildren. 

During retirement, he travelled extensively, attended the 

theatre regularly and thoroughly enjoyed wining and dining 

with family and friends.  He was a member of MENSA and 

always enjoyed a good puzzle or quiz.  He attended monthly 

Probus meetings and spent much time in his garden. 

Derek was a neat, precise and meticulous man with a great 

sense of humour.  He took enormous pride in his family and 

spent a good deal of time helping with the support of his 

grandsons.  He was a perfect gentleman, with impeccable 

manners and a keen dress sense.  He was a practising Christian 

and would go out of his way give help and kindness to others. 

 

Laurence Francis Turner [1948] 

 
Laurie attended Tiffin School during 

the War. His memories of this time 

included an anti-aircraft gun on the 

school fields and seniors doing fire 

watching. He enjoyed science, being 

particularly interested in geology and 

biology and also sport, playing rugby 

and cricket. As a member of the 

OTRFC, he played and then attended 

matches as a supporter. Laurie was 

proud to have been an Old Tiffinian, often wearing his badge 

and tie.  

On leaving school, he did National Service joining the 17th/21st 

Royal Lancers in Catterick. He had fond memories of his time in 

Yorkshire and was later to spend many holidays in the area.  

In 1956 he married Joan and they set up home in Bookham 

where they had two daughters. They later moved to 

Leatherhead where they lived for 40 years before moving to 

Oxfordshire in 2016.  

Professionally he had a long career as an accountant working 

for a diverse range of companies. He developed an interest in 

computing and programming. In the early 1980s he introduced 

computerised accounting systems to his companies.  

Laurie was very practical and could turn his hand to tasks as 

varied as woodwork and tuning car engines. He also enjoyed 

classical jazz and in his youth played clarinet.  

Keeping fit was important to him. For many years he was an 

active member of Dittons Skiff and Punting Club and London 

Rowing Club. In the 1970s Laurie competed in the OTA Skiff 

Marathon with his friend Ray Pembery (1944) and later 

coached a number of Old Tiffinians so they could race in the 

Marathons. At 87 years old, although no longer able to go out 

in a boat, he was still working out on his indoor rower trying to 

maintain his ergo times.  

Laurie died on 26 March 2020 aged 90 years.  

We also regret to announce: 

David Baron (1956) passed away on 10 December 2020 at the 

age of 82 

Keith Poulton (1948) passed away in July 2020 

Christopher Richardson (1966) passed away on 29 October 

2020 

Rick Turner (1977) passed away in November 2020 
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